Oligodendrogliomas: clinical and genetic correlations.
Oligodendrogliomas, once obscure, are now recognized as a relatively common form of primary brain tumour, and are among the most chemosensitive of all solid human malignancies. New histopathological, molecular, and genetic information has, for the first time, allowed the distinction of several subtypes of human glioma with predictable biological and clinical behaviour. Genetic markers are emerging as useful not only for the diagnosis of oligodendroglioma, but also as specific predictors of both the response to treatment and prolonged survival. This review will focus upon the past year of advances in the area of clinical-molecular genetic predictors of glioma behaviour and highlight the importance of these advances in everyday clinical practice.